The Jilting of Jacinta (Dublin version)
Jacinta and Jack have been going out for a long time. During a very romantic dinner for their 7 months, 2 weeks, and 1 day anniversary, Jack asked Jacinta if she would go to the senior debs with him on June 18. The senior debs is the highlight of secondary school for many young people. They often go “all out” to make it a special night. Jacinta happily said yes and began to plan for "the big day." In order to make the dance just perfect, Jacinta bought a gorgeous debs dress. The dress was expensive, but Jacinta though that since the debs only comes once in a lifetime, spending the money that she had saved for a year was worth it. Jacinta also had the dress altered a little bit so that it fit her perfectly. Jacinta also purchased some knock-out shoes to go with the dress, and she couldn't help but buy some great looking earrings with a matching necklace. She went the whole hog and got some hair extensions, shellac nails and fake tan done too. Jack was excited about debs night too: he had really fallen in love with Jacinta and wanted the night to be special.
Unfortunately, the night before the debs, Jack called up Jacinta and told her that he could not take her. After getting over her initial shock, Jacinta screamed at Jack and demanded a good reason for his dumping her the night before the debs. Jack told Jacinta that before he asked Jacinta to the debs, he had promised his friends that he would take them to a Beyonce concert – his favorite performer. Now, they were demanding that he fulfill his promise. Jacinta could not believe her ears--was this all that their love meant?
After hanging up on Jack, Jacinta began to realise that all of the money she spent was for nothing. She could not return the dress because it had been altered. She had been wearing the shoes all week to stretch them out, so she could not return those either. She had her hair in a week and her tan and nails.  Jacinta had learned about the Small Claims Court in Dublin from her Street Law class. She knew that a person who was owed money could bring a case on their own, without a lawyer, for an amount less than €5,000. Jacinta decided to sue Jack for the money that she had spent in preparation for the senior debs: €2,300.

The question is whether Jack, Jacinta or both of them to some extent are responsible for the money Jacinta spent on the debs?

The steps in the trial:

1.  Jacinta makes a short opening statement, highlighting her claim. (1 min)

2.  Jack makes a short opening statement, highlighting his defence.

3.  Jacinta testifies.  She tells her story in detail and presents her evidence. (4 mins)

4.  Jack can ask Jacinta questions about her story. (2 mins)

5.  Jack testifies.  He tells his story in detail and presents his evidence.

6   Jacinta can ask Jack questions.

7.  Jacinta makes a short closing statement, summing up her claim and evidence. (1 min)

8.  Jack makes a short closing statement, summing up his claim and evidence.
Jacinta's Story

 

Jacinta spent a total of €2,000 on her clothes and accessories for the debs. The dress cost nearly €1,000, the shoes were €300, the jewelry was €300, and the alterations on the dress cost about €400. The tan was €50, hair extensions €100 and nails €30. Because she was so excited about the debs and it was so important to her, Jacinta phoned Jack often to tell him about her plans. She remembers telling him she had a beautiful dress, but felt it was not polite to tell him the cost. Jacinta doesn’t remember Jack saying anything about a concert when she phoned him.

Jacinta has the following pieces of evidence: (1) a receipt for the dress for €995.56, (2) the dress, jewelry, and shoes, tan, hair and nails (3) a telephone bill showing that she called Jack every day for a week before the debs, and (4) a receipt for the alterations for €375. Carelessly, Jacinta did not keep her receipt for the shoes and jewelry.

 

Your job: Prepare the best arguments that you think would convince a judge that Jack owes Jacinta the money she spent preparing for the debs dance.

When preparing your argument, consider the following:

1. What are Jacinta's best arguments that would prove that Jack should reimburse her for the money she spent on preparing for the debs?

2. What are Jacinta's weaknesses?

3. What kind of arguments could Jack make against Jacinta, and how would you respond to such arguments?

4. How will you use the evidence Jacinta has in your arguments?

Jacinta's Receipts and Telephone Bill

  

Brown Thomas
June 1, 20XX

Evening Dress                                                                              €930.43

7% Tax                                                                                          € 65.13

Total                                                                                             €995.56

Zip Alterations
June 5, 20XX

Alterations                                                                        €375.00

 Vodafone
Jacinta Johnson

Acct 087 555 4269 050 12

Multi Local Call Charges

	Number
	Date
	Minutes
	Charge

	087 555 8420
	June 10, 20XX
	90
	€1.30

	087 555 8420
	June 11, 20XX
	100
	€1.50

	087 555 8420
	June 12, 20XX
	60
	€1.00

	087 555 8420
	June 13, 20XX
	130
	€2.00

	087 555 8420
	June 14, 20XX
	177
	€3.03


*The Dublin Phone Book lists this number under Jack's address.

 

Jack's Story

Jack was really excited to go to the debs with Jacinta. He knew how important it was to her and that she wanted to look good for him.  He wanted to look good for her, too. He rented a tuxedo for €150 and ordered flowers for her for €100.

However, he forgot that he promised his friends he would drive them to a concert in Cork (120 miles or 193 kilometers). He's the only one with a car. He thought his friends would understand and forgive him. However, 3 days before the dance, his friend Pete called and threatened to egg his new car if he did not drive them to the concert. The damages from a car egging would be €2,200. 

Jack has a record of his cell phone bill, which shows calls from Pete. It also shows many incoming calls from Jacinta.

He also has an estimate from the body shop from the last time his old car was egged (Jack friends are a little immature and apparently destructive).

Your job: Prepare the best arguments that you think would convince a judge that Jack does not owe Jacinta the money she spent preparing for the debs dance.

1. When preparing your argument, consider the following:

2. What are Jack's best arguments that would prove that he should not have to reimburse Jacinta for the money she spent on preparing for the debs?

3. What are Jack's weaknesses?

4. What kind of arguments could Jacinta make against Jack, and how would you respond to such arguments?

5. How will you use the evidence Jack has in your arguments?

 

3E
Jack O’Connor
Acct 087-555-8420 050 12

Incoming Calls

	Number
	Date
	Minutes
	Charge

	087-879-1123
	June 10, 20xx
	15
	

	087 555 4269
	June 10, 20XX
	90
	

	087 555 4269
	June 11, 20XX
	100
	

	087 555 4269
	June 12, 20XX
	60
	

	087 555 4269
	June 13, 20XX
	130
	

	087 555 4269
	June 14, 20XX
	177
	

	087 879 1123
	June-17-20XX
	7
	


*The Dublin Phone Book lists 087 879 1123 number under Pete's address, and 087 555 4269 under Jacinta's address.

Macken Street Car Repair
Estimates for Possible Damage
Body Repair            ..€2,200
 
Judge's Instructions

Damages:

As Judges, you will be deciding how much money to award the winning party, if any.

First, you must decide whether Jack owes Jacinta anything.   When Jack and Jacinta agreed to go to the debs, what did they agree to?  What were their expectations? What are “reasonable” expectations in a situation like this? 

Second, you decide how much to award.  You can award compensation or damages.  When a judge finds that the plaintiff was partly responsible or does not deserve full compensation for the damages, the judge can give the plaintiff only part of what she is asking for.  Therefore, you do not have to award Jacinta either the full €2,000, or nothing. Rather, you can decide how much of the cost is Jack’s or Jacinta’s responsibility. 

You may also wish to “mitigate” the damages. This means that the plaintiff (Jacinta) has a responsibility to reduce her costs if possible.  For example, perhaps Jacinta could sell her jewelry. Then she would not have to ask Jack to pay for the full €300 of the jewelry. If the defendant (Jack) can show that Jacinta failed to take these steps, then Jacinta may not be able to recover as much money from Jack as she is claiming. 

What arguments or ideas will you use to decide this case? 

 

You will have the opportunity to ask questions of both Jack and Jacinta. Think about what legal arguments each side will be making. What are the strengths of these arguments? What are the weaknesses?

Write down 3 questions that you could ask Jacinta.

1. 

2. 

3. 

Write down 3 questions that you could ask Jack.

1. 

2. 

3. 

