OPEN UNIVERSITY LAW SOCIETY

1st August 2026, 15:00 (Via Zoom)

MINUTES
PRESENT:
Patricia Thomson Chair
Mark Lindley-Highfield of Ballumbie Treasurer
Castle
Jack Tomlinson Careers Coordinator
Cordelia Wright Secretary
Apologies:
Not applicable
Not Present:
Samuel Reese Master of Moots (Acting Vice-Chair)
Agenda
Vote on removal of Samuel Reese from position of Master of Moots and Acting
Vice Chair

Elections and nominations for new committee positions
Opening of a bank account for the Society

Discussion Summary

1.

Removal of Samuel Reese. Samuel Reese was invited to a Quorate meeting
to discuss his removal and was provided opportunity to respond via email. He
never made contact. The committee discussed the removal of Samuel Reese
from his position as Master of Moots and Acting Vice Chair, due to lack of
contact over a three-month period and an inability to reach him. A vote was
held, and all members voted in favour of his removal, effective immediately.
The question raised for the vote was: "Should Samuel Reese be removed
from his positions as Master of Moots and Acting Vice Chair, effective
immediately, due to being absent from his posts without notification?"

Affiliation with Open SU

Following the recent rule and structural changes between Open SU and Open
University Societies, all societies have become independent organisations.
The Open University Law Society confirmed their decision to remain affiliated
with Open SU in writing prior to the deadline of 27th July 2026. Open SU will
no longer manage society finances, any societies with funds held in a CUBS
account should make arrangements to draw down or transfer those funds.



The Open University Law Society has funds in a CUBS account. The
treasurer, Mark has been in contact with OU Student Resources to discuss a
deadline for this. The Open University Law Society has a PayPal account for
daily transactions but not a bank account.

3. Society Bank Account
The committee discussed the necessity to open a bank account as soon as possible
to transfer the funds from the CUBS account with Open SU to a new community
bank account. The Chair banks with NatWest and the treasurer banks with their
sister bank, the Royal Bank of Scotland. It was unanimously agreed National
Westminster Bank Plc is the practical choice for banking for the Open University Law
Society (OULS) and the society meets the eligibility criteria.

The committee unanimously voted in favour to open a Community Bank account and
a savings account with National Westminster Bank Plc. The chair, Patricia Thomson,
and the treasurer, Mark Lindley-Highfield of Ballumbie Castle are the two authorised
signatories for the account with the authority to jointly operate the account and sign
the mandate. All transactions including withdrawals require both signatures.

Sponsorship

The University of Law has offered to renew the sponsorship agreement with the
Open University Law Society for the 2026-2027 academic year. The agreement
includes the University of Law granting the Open University Law Society with £1,000
in exchange for 8 online sessions. The Chair has proposed an additional clause to
the agreement. Complimentary venue hire for two days on campus (London, and
another up North such as Manchester or Leeds) to host mooting competitions in
exchange for a panel of University of Law staff to promote their educational courses
to the attendees.

Expenses

The committee unanimously voted in favour of reimbursing the chair via PayPal upon
purchasing and providing receipts for the 8 thank you gifts for guest speakers
totalling £240.00.

Decisions Made

1) Samuel Reese was removed as Master of Moots and Acting Vice Chair,
effective immediately.

2) Jack Tomlinson appointed as interim Vice Chair, until the next committee
election.

3) A community bank account and a savings account for the Open University
Law Society will be opened with NatWest.

4) Patricia Thomson Chair, to be reimbursed the total of £240.00 upon
producing receipts.

Actions

Action: Provide full names and addresses to open the Community Bank account
and Savings account.

Owner(s) Jack Tomlinson and Cordelia Wright




Deadline: Monday, 3rd August 2026

Action: To submit an application with National Westminster Bank Plc for a
Community bank account and a savings account.

Owner: Patricia Thomson

Deadline: Sunday 9th August 2026

Action: Purchase the 8 gift vouchers and provide receipts for reimbursement.
Owner: Patricia Thomson
Deadline: Sunday, 9th August 2026

Any Other Business (AOB)
None raised.



